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SAVING THE LAST GREAT PLACES ON EARTH

Internship Program Goals:

Encourage students to serve as
advocates for conservation.

Help urban youth gain critical life and
workplace skills.

Supplement classroom experience with
real-world conservation training.

Provide students with an awareness 0f
educational opportunities and career
paths, regardless of their ultimate
career choice.

The Internship Program for City Youth was launched995 and is a partnership with the High SchoolEnvironmental

Studies and the Brooklyn Academy of Science andth@éronment. Over the past twelve years, approtéip200 high school
students have participated in the program. Studmetslivided into peer groups of three and pairid trained mentors for a
four-week field season in July, where they leaweQlty to live and work on nature preserves. Na@waservancy staff teach the
students to assist with land management, educhtotr@@ach and scientific research in a safe apérsised natural
environment. They also enjoy other first time atitd such as camping, kayaking, and swimming.

Students learn about career opportunities in ceatien, complete four 40-hour
paid work weeks, and visit three colleges. Mogheke urban students have
never had the opportunity to connect with the redtworld or explore colleges
outside of the city. The students develop critifaland workplace skills while
living independently, away from their friends amdrfilies. They participate in
demanding field work, manage time sheets and bsdgetrk as a team, cook,
clean and do laundry. Their efforts are also featun local print and radio
interviews. The program demands physical and edallal motivation, cultural
interaction, conflict-resolution, responsibilityncicareer development.

When the students return to the City in the falkkyt share what they
have learned in their schools and in their comniemifThey maintain
contact with Conservancy staff and our partnerg) pidovide college
and career guidance. The Conservancy also offassr@om
presentations and office-based internships tottigests. Through
outreach and education, the program enables danurouth to
connect with the natural world and, in doing satéos a hopeful
future for the next generation of environmentajistmservationists,
and stewardship ambassadors. For more informatidheInternship
Program for City Youth, please contact Brigitte sswmld at 212-381-
2186 or email bgriswold@tnc.org.



